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Jews  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and  are  now  devoting 
their  time  in  the  same  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the 
people  still  “beloved  for  the  father’s  sake.”  They  are 
assisted  by  other  Hebrew  Christians,  who  give  proof  that 
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ITS  AIM  IS 

As  the  Lord  shall  enable  and  supply  the  means,  to  bear 
witness  for  Christ  to  the  Jewish  people  in  all  lands  of  their 
dispersion,  in  order,  by  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  to 
call  out  the  “Remnant  according  to  the  election  ofgrace,”and 
to  prepare  the  nation  for  the  time  when  “The  Redeemer 
shall  come  out  of  Zion  ”  and  “  all  Israel  shall  be  saved.” 


present  JJffifude  of  ffic  Jews  in 
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N  speaking  of  the  present  phase  of  mission  work 
among  the  Jews,  let  me  first,  in  merest  outline, 
give  a  bird’s-eye  view  of  that  peculiar  people 
which,  in  Europe  at  any  rate,  is  fast  becom¬ 
ing  what  the  prophet  Zechariah  foretells  of 
their  past  and  yet  future  metropolis,  “  a  burdensome  stone 
for  all  the  peoples,”  in  whose  midst  they  have  been  tossed 
about  for  centuries,  in  fulfilment  of  the  Word  of  God. 

One  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  Jewish  field  is  its 
extensiveness.  Any  other  field,  however  vast,  still  only 
brings  to  our  mind  a  particular  region  of  the  globe, 
and  is  for  that  reason  more  or  less  local  in  its  character, 
but  the  Jewish  sphere  may  indeed,  without  exaggeration, 
be  termed  universal ,  for  is  there  a  single  country  in  the 
world  to  which  the  Diaspora  does  not  extend  ? 

Dr.  Keith  has  well  said  :  ‘‘If  the  simple  fact  of  Israel’s 
dispersion  is  one  of  the  most  astounding  events  in  history, 
the  extent  and  remoteness  of  the  countries  which  have  been 
the  scene  of  it  are  perhaps  more  remarkable  still.” 

The  number  of  Jews  now  in  the  world  cannot  be  less  • 
than  12,000,000.  I  am  aware  that  much  lower  figures  are 
given  by  so-called  authorities,  but  their  estimates  are 
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A  Remarkable  Fact. 


either  based  upon  ancient  statistics  or  are  mere  guesses 
without  solid  foundation.  Having  been  permitted  to 
travel  extensively  in  those  parts  of  the  world  where  the 
masses  of  my  people  are  located,  and  having  devoted 
attention  to  the  subject,  I  may  claim  to  speak  with  some 
amount  of  authority. 

Note  this  remarkable  fact :  About  two  hundred  years 
ago  the  great  historian  Basnage,  who  devoted  so  much 
time  and  careful  labour  to  this  subject,  estimated  that 
the  number  of  Jews  had  in  his  day,  after  centuries 
of  untold  sufferings,  dispersions,  and  massacres,  been 
reduced  to  scarcely  3,000,000,  so  that  in  about  two 
hundred  years  they  have  increased  fourfold.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  adverse  circumstances  under  which  it  has  been 
going  on,  this  rapid  increase  of  the  Jewish  people  is 
wonderful,  and  must  be  regarded  as  a  sign  of  the  times. 

The  God  who  caused  Israel  to  multiply  so  enormously 
after  years  of  cruel  bondage  just  before  their  deliverance 
from  Egypt,  is  repeating  the  miracle  now,  that,  as  we 
believe,  the  Dayspring  from  on  high  is  once  again  about 
to  visit  them.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  in  certain  parts 
of  the  world  the  Jews  increase  in  proportion  to  their  Gen¬ 
tile  neighbours  at  the  ratio  of  three  to  one.  It  shows, 
even  apart  from  prophecy,  that  at  any  rate 'the  Jewish 
nation  is  not  as  yet  likely  to  become  defunct  from  exhausted 
vitality. 

Another  fact  to  be  noted  is  that  although  scattered  over 
the  whole  surface  of  the  globe,  the  great  bulk  of  these 
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millions  of  Jews  has  for  all  these  centuries  been  located 
in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  ;  thus,  Russia  alone,  or 
that  part  of  Darkest  Russia  known  as  “  The  Pale  of  Set» 
tlement,”  embracing  only  some  twenty-five  governmental 
districts,  including  Poland,  out  of  about  seventy-five  such 
districts  into  which  this  huge  empire  is  divided,  has  a  Jew¬ 
ish  population  of  at  least  4,000,000,  while  the  Austrian 
Empire  has  about  2,000,000  Jews,  of  which  number 
between  600,000  and  700,000  are  in  Hungary,  and  about 
500,000  in  the  one  northern  province  of  Galicia. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  God,  who  has  foreordained 
the  course  of  Israel’s  wanderings  and  dispersions,  has,  in 
His  providence,  arranged  it  so  that  the  great  mass  of  them 
should  be  sojourners  in  that  part  of  the  world  where  the 
name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  rejection  of  whom  brought 
about  their  banishment,  is  at  least  nominally  professed. 
Is  there  no  purpose  in  this  ? 

With  regard  to  the  4,000,000  or  5,000,000  Jews  in 
Russia — and  the  same  is  true,  also,  of  Galicia,  Roumania, 
and  other  parts  of  Eastern  Europe— it  has  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  owing,  on  the  one  hand,  to  circumstances  into 
which  I  cannot  now  enter,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  legal 
proscriptions,  they  are  almost  entirely  massed  together 
in  towns  and  cities,  and  only  very  few,  even  in  the  Pale  of 
Settlement,  are  found  in  villages.  There  are  many  towns 
in  those  parts  where  the  proportion  of  Jewish  population 
varies  from  one  to  two  thirds  and  even  three  fourths. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  in  Russia  and  Eastern 
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Europe  the  Jew  is  a  powerful  factor,  judged  even  from  the 
point  of  numbers,  putting  aside  the  fact,  which  seems  to 
me  at  the  bottom  of  a  good  deal  of  the  anti-Semitic  agita¬ 
tion,  that  by  his  superior  energy  and  habits  of  frugality 
and  thriftiness,  he  naturally  places  his  Gentile  neighbour 
in  a  less  favourable  position  in  the  struggle  for  existence. 

Religiously,  the  Jewish  nation  over  the  whole  globe  may 
be  divided  into  four  classes.  Without  attempting  to  des¬ 
cribe  or  classify,  I  may  just  enumerate  them,  as  this  may 
help  to  form  a  sound  judgment  on  the  question  of  Jewish 
evangelization. 

First,  there  are  the  ordinary  Talmudical,  or  Conserva¬ 
tive  Jews,  embracing  by  far  the  largest  part  of  the  whole 
nation  and  answering  in  many  respects  to  the  Pharisees  in 
the  days  of  Christ.  Of  most  of  these  it  may  be  said  that 
they  have  a  zeal  for  God,  but  not  according  to  knowledge. 
These  still  cling  to  and  are  buoyed  up  in  all  times  of  per¬ 
secution  and  suffering  by  the  hope  of  the  speedy  coming 
of  the  long-looked-for  Messiah  and  a  restoration  to  their 
own  land.  Their  education  is  purely  religious  or  “Jewish.” 
It  begins  with  the  Hebrew  alphabet,  goes  on  to  the  Prayer- 
Book,  and  from  that  to  the  Hebrew  Scriptures,  and  cul¬ 
minates  with  that  “encyclopaedia  of  human  wisdom  and 
human  folly,”  as  Dean  Milman  has  well  styled  the  Talmud, 
in  which  the  mental  ingenuity  of  the  Jew  finds  sufficient 
scope  for  all  the  rest  of  his  life.  ' 

Of  this  class  of  Jews,  forming,  as  we  have  said,  the  bulk 
of  the  nation,  it  may  more  particularly  be  said  that  they 
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are  “  a  people  dwelling  alone  and  not  reckoned  among 
the  nations,”  of  whose  history,  ways  of  thinking,  and 
even  language,  they  are  ignorant.  They  move  in  a 
world  of  ideas  of  their  own  which  are  scarcely  comprehen¬ 
sible  to  the  ordinary  Gentile. 

Like  the  Pharisees  of  old,  they  are  often  indiscrimin¬ 
ately  condemned  as  hypocrites  or  fanatics  ;  but  the  truth 
is  that,  as  amongst  the  Pharisees  in  the  days  of  Christ,  so 
among  the  Talmudical  Jews,  there  are  many  Nathanaels, 
of  whom  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  “  according  to  the 
law,  blameless ’’—men  walking  consistently  accord. ng  to 
the  light  they  have,  and  whose  lives  are  noble  examples  of 
religious  zeal  and  unselfishness;  though,  alas!  it  is  true 
also  that  the  minds  of  most  have  been  perverted  and  their 
sense  of  sin  blunted  by  the  traditions  of  men,  so  that  they 
are  vainly  going  about  seeking  to  establish  a  righteous¬ 
ness  of  their  own. 

Next  we  have  the  famous  sect  of  the  Chassidim,  which 
originated  with  that  remarkable  man  Rabbi  Israel  Baal- 
shem  during  the  eighteenth  century,  and  which  has  a 
following  of  about  200,000,  with  Galicia  and  Southern 
Russia  as  its  strongholds.  These  have  turned  somewhat 
from  the  letter  of  Talmudism,  and  have  gone  in  for  the 
mysticism  of  the  Kabbalah.  They  are  ascetic  in  practice, 
and  their  particular  tenets  are  “  that  purity  and  holiness, 
and  not  learning  or  knowledge  of  the  Talmud,  is  the 
great  requisite  for  obtaining  a  high  spiritual  life,  and  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  operates  still  through  certain  chosen 
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vehicles  called  Zadikim  (righteous  ones),  who  are  en¬ 
dowed  with  miraculous  gifts,  and  who  are  particularly 
qualified  to  be  mediators  between  God  and  their  believing 
disciples.”  To  the  Chassid,  the  Zadik  or  miracle-work¬ 
ing  Rabbi,  is  the  same  as  the  Pope  to  the  bigoted  Roman 
Catholic.  Many  will  sell  all  they  have  and  undergo 
all  sorts  of  privation  in  order  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
man  whom  they  believe  to  stand  in  the  nearest  possible 
relationship  to  God.  To  get  the  Rabbi's  blessing  is  worth 
more  to  them  than  the  whole  world. 

In  1888  I  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  greatest 
living  J ewish  Pope  in  Zadagora,  in  Bukovina,  and  to  wit¬ 
ness  the  service  performed  in  his  private  sanctuary.  It 
happening  just  before  a  great  festival,  the  road  from 
Czernowitz  to  Zadagora  was  lined  with  vehicles  full  of 
pilgrims  to  this  great  Saint. 

A  story  is  told  of  a  number  of  Chassidim  on  their  way 
to  Zadagora,  to  visit  the  great  Rabbi,  who  fell  in  with 
another  party  who  were  returning  after  having  seen  him. 
Those  going,  interrogated  the  party  returning,  who 
expressed  their  admiration  as  follows  : — 

“  On  Freitag  zu  nacht  (commencement  of  Sabbath)  the 
Rabbi  preached,  and  he  spoke !  he  spoke  so  wonderfully 
that  only  the  greatest  saints  present  could  understand 
what  he  said !  On  Shabbas,  in  the  morning,  the  Rabbi 
spoke  again,  and  this  time  it  was  marvellous  !  he  spoke  so 
wonderfullv,  that  not  even  the  greatest  saints  present  could 
understand  him.  Only  he  himself  knew  what  he  said  ! 
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Again  on  Sabbath  evening  the  Rabbi  spoke,  and  truly  this 
time  it  surpassed  all  in  wonder,  for  no  saint  could  under¬ 
stand,  neither  could  he  understand  himself  what  he  said — \ 
God  only  could  understand  !  ” 

Awed  and  delighted  with  this  description,  proving  the 
extraordinary  sanctity  of  the  man  they  went  to  see,  the 
interrogators  pressed  on  their  way.  Had  the  man  been  a 
true  prophet  and  his  message  from  God,  they  would 
probably  have  stoned  him. 

The  Chassidic  Jews  hold  the  maxim  that  “  scripture  is 
to  be  interpreted,  not  according  to  the  letter,  but  according 
to  the  spirit,”  around  which  has  grown  the  huge  pile  of 
Kabbalistic  literature,  much  of  which  stands  in  the  same 
relation  to  Judaism  as  the  writings  of  Swedenborg  to 
Christianity.  gi 

The  third  division  is  the  ever-growing  Reformed  sec¬ 
tion,  of  which  the  Jewish  philosopher,  Moses  Mendelssohn, 
who  was  born  in  Dessau,  Prussia,  in  1729,  is  generally 
regarded  as  the  father.  This  division  includes  Jews  of 
very  diverse  opinions,  ranging  from  those  who  only  reject 
the  traditions  of  the  rabbis  to  those  who  have  thrown 
overboard  even  the  Old  Testament  and  are  avowedly 
rationalistic, Tf  not  infidel,  1 

The  fourth  and  last  division  is  numerically  small,  but  is 
in  many  respects  the  most  interesting  section  of  the  dis¬ 
persed  people.  They  may  be  termed  Protestants  among 
the  Jews,  inasmuch  as  they  have  never  accepted  the 
Talmud  or  traditions  of  men,  and  have  faithfully  held  to 
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Moses  and  the  prophets,  on  which  account  they  have  been 
greatly  persecuted  by  the  Talmudic  Jews,  who  do  not 
intermarry  with  them  and  in  every  way  treat  them  as  they 
treated  the  Samaritans  of  old.  They  are  called  Karaites , 
or  Ivaraim — i.e. ,  readers  ;  those  who  have  kept  to  the 
written  law  in  contrast  to  the  oral  law  of  tradition.  Their 
chief  seat  is  the  Crimea  on  the  Black  Sea,  though  there 
are  communities  of  them  scattered  over  the  East.  During 
one  of  my  visits  to  Cairo,  where  there  is  a  very  ancient 
community  of  about  400  families  of  Karaites,  I  met  in 
their  synagogue  by  special  appointment  the  chief  rabbi,  a 
noble  patriarchal  Jew.  In  the  course  of  conversation  I 
asked  him  what  he  thought  was  the  greatest  need  of  the 
Jewish  people,  and  without  a  moment’s  hesitation  he  re¬ 
plied  :  “The  coming  of  the  Son  of  David.”  “There 
are  thousands  of  Jews  and  millions  of  Gentiles,”  I  said, 
“  who  believe  that  the  Son  of  David  has  come  in  the  time 
of  the  second  temple,  as  foretold  by  the  prophets.”  He 
remained  silent  for  a  while,  and  then  replied:  “  I  know 
the  Protestants  believe  it,  but  our  eyes  have  not  yet  seen 
the  salvation  of  God.”  Before  parting  he  told  me  that  a 
New  Testament  was  presented  to  him  in  Constantinople 
about  twenty  years  before,  which,  however,  he  had  not 
read:  “but  now,”  he  said,  “after  our  interview  I  will 
take  up  that  book  and  examine  it.” 

The  first  question  which  arises  in  our  minds,  after  a 
bird's-eye  view  of  the  nation  as  a  whole  is  thus  presented 
is,  “What  attitude  do  these  different  sections  assume  to 
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Christianity  ?  ”  I  say  to  “  Christianity,”  and  looking  over 
its  history  in  relation  to  the  Jews,  one  becomes  painfully 
impressed  with  the  fact  that  it  must  be  distinguished  from 
Christ  and  the  Gospel. 

It  may  sound  exaggeration  in  the  ears  of  Christians  in 
England  and  America,  when  I  say  that  millions  of  Jews 
are  as  ignorant  of  Christ  as  are  the  unevangelized  tribes 
'TrrCe’ntrarA.frica ;  and  as  to  the  New  Testament,  except 
to  comparatively  few,  its  very  existence  is  unknown. 
Many  times  and  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  in  the  course 
of  my  missionary  journeys,  I  have  received  congratula¬ 
tions  from  Jews  who  took  me  for  the  author  of  the  book 
they  had  for  the  first  time  received  from  my  hands,  and 
that  book  was  the  New  Testament,  so  little  did  they  know 
of  its  history  or  contents !  “  Christianity,”  or,  more 
correctly,  “  Christendom,”  the  seven  or  eight  millions  of 
Jews  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  have  seen,  and,  alas  ! 
felt ;  and  it  they  hate  with  great  detestation  and  abhor¬ 
rence  ;  so  that  I  can  testify  to  this  fact  from  experience 
that  there  is  much  less  opposition  to  the  Gospel  when  first 
preached  on  the  part  of  the  Jews  who  live  in  Mohamme¬ 
dan  countries,  like  Morocco  and  Asia  Minor,  than  there 
is  on  the  part  of  those  who  live  in  Christendom.  So 
much  for  the  rabbinical  or  orthodox  Jews,  both  Talmudic 
and  Chassidic. 

The  attidude  of  the  reformed  Jews  in  countries  like  Ger¬ 
many,  Austria,  England,  and  America  is  somewhat 
different.  Most  of  these  are  intelligent  and  educated, 
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and  are  brought  in  constant  touch  with  so-called  “  Christ¬ 
ian  ”  thought  and  literature.  Unconsciously  they  have 
been  permeated  with  Western  ideas,  and  they  cannot  but 
see  and  feel  that  the  coming  of  Christ  has  wonderfully 
affected  the  history  of  the  world  ;  but  speaking  generally, 
the  tendency  of  this  class  is  towards  rationalism  and  nega¬ 
tion,  and,  from  a  Gospel  point  of  view,  they  are  less 
hopeful  than  even  the  most  bigoted  of  their  orthodox 
brethren,  who  still  tenaciously  cling  to  the  hope  of 
Israel. 

Some  prominent  leaders  of  this  “  Reformed  ”  or  “  Pro¬ 
gressive  ”  school  have  taken  up  the  untenable  and  incon¬ 
sistent  position  of  regarding  the  Lord  Jesus  as  a  great  and 
good  man,  and  have  even  extolled  the  ethical  teaching  of 
Christ  as  in  advance  of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  while 
they  repudiate  utterly  His  claims  of  divinity,  and  regard 
Christian  doctrine,  especially  the  great  and  central  fact  of 
atonement,  “  as  a  return  to  the  crude  and  barbaric  ideas 
of  primitive  times,  and  altogether  opposed  to  progressive 
views  of  religion.”  Reformed  Judaism  speaks  in  vague 
but  impudent  terms  of  its  future  mission  on  earth  when 
Christianity  shall  have  become  effete,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  in  itself  utterly  apostate  from  God,  and  has 
nothing  but  cold  negations  and  abstractions  to  offer 
which  have  never  yet  brought  hope  and  comfort  to  any 
man. 

The  Christian  standing  on  the  impregnable  rock  of 
New  Testament  truth,  against  which  even  the  gates  of 
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hell  shall  never  prevail,  can  well  afford  to  smile  at  such 
vain,  empty  boasting ;  but  I  refer  to  it  simply  to  show  the 
spirit  of  this  type  of  rationalistic  Judaism,  which  has  to 
some  extent  to  thank  itself  for  provoking  earnest-minded 
but  unenlightened  Christians  in  Germany  and  other 
lands  to  join  in  the  anti-Semitic  agitation,  a  movement 
altogether  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  Christ  and  fraught 
with  many  dangers  to  Christendom. 

The  limit  of  the  space  at  my  disposal  forbids  my  enter¬ 
ing  into  a  review  of  Jewish  missions  and  that  which  has 
been  accomplished  within  this  century  so  eventful  in  the 
history  of  Jewish  emancipation  and  evangelization.  All 
I  can  do  now  is  just  briefly  to  remark  on  the  great 
change  in  relation  to  the  Gospel  which  is  at  present 
undoubtedly  passing  over  the  Jewish  nation. 

Putting  aside  the  vague,  exaggerated  reports  based  on 
no  solid  foundation,  which  lead  those  unacquainted  with 
the  facts  of  the  case  to  believe  that  untold  thousands  ©f 
Jews  are  now  pressing  into  the  Church,  and  that  we  are 
on  the  verge  of  the  entire  nation  becoming  Christian,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  tone  and  attitude  of 
large  numbers  of  Jews  in  relation  to  Christ,  in  countries 
where  hard,  persevering  Gospel  work  has  been  carried  on 
for  some  time,  have  undergone  a  remarkable  change. 

It  is  a  great  thing  in  itself  that  the  Christ- question  is 
becoming  familiarized  in  the  minds  of  Jews,  and  that 
Talmudic  Judaism  is  putting  out  its  hand,  however  trem¬ 
blingly,  to  receive  the  New  Testament,  and  listening 
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■though  as  yet  with  hesitating  ear,  as  to  who  this  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  whom  it  has  hitherto  hated  without  knowing 
why,  really  was. 

To  an  eagerness  on  the  part  of  many  Jews  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  to  hear  of  Christ  and  to  receive  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  I  can  bear  personal  testimony.  In  Germany, 
Austria,  and  the  Balkan  States,  North  Africa,  in  many 
places  on  the  Mediterranean  coast  as  well  as  in  Egypt, 
Palestine,  and  Asia  Minor,  we  have  had  Jews  flock  to  us 
in  some  places  from  early  morning  till  late  at  night  to 
hear  and  dispute  about  Christ.  Even  in  centres  of  Chas- 
sidic  Jewish  bigotry,  in  Galicia,  and  Roumania,  we  have 
had  our  rooms  packed  with  Jews  in  their  long  kaftans  and 
peyoth  (side  curls  either  side  of  the  beard),  eagerly  and 
respectfully  discussing  the  claims  of  Christ,  some  of  whom 
gratefully  accepted  the  New  Testament,  which  but  a  few 
years  ago,  they  would  not  even  touch  with  their  hands, 
regarding  it  as  an  unclean  thing.  I  cannot-  here  enter 
into  the  causes  which  by  the  overruling  providence  of  God 
have  brought  this  change  about,  but  I  may  just  enumerate 
them :  . 

I.  It  is  the  outcome  of  nearly  a  century’s  prayerful 
toil  on  the  part  of  Jewish  missions  and  societies,  some  of 
whom,  alas  !  have  not  continued  long  in  their  first  love 
and  zeal,  and  are  now  in  danger  of  degenerating  into 
mere  “  organizations.”  What  she  has  sown  in  tears  more 
than  half  a  century  ago  the  Church  of  Christ  is  now  per¬ 
mitted  to  reap  in  joy.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  how- 
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ever  much  interest  in  the  Jewish  mission  cause  has  lacked 
in  quantity ,  it  has  not  lacked  in  quality.  The  sympathies 
of  some  of  the  holiest  as  well  as  the  ablest  of  the  servants 
of  Christ  within  this  century  has  been  enlisted  in  the  truly 
Christ-like  work,  so  full  of  hope  for  the  world  and  in 
reflex  blessing  to  the  Church  herself. 

While  painfully  conscious  of  the  inadequacy  and  some¬ 
times  questionable  means  and  methods  adopted,  I  am 
struck,  in  studying  the  history  of  Jewish  missions,  with 
the  amount  of  self-sacrificing  love,  devotion  and  sanctified 
ability  which  have  been  brought  to  this  task.  Take  as  an 
instance  the  “Pale  of  Settlement”  in  Darkest  Russia,  on 
which  a  great  deal  of  interest  has  recently  been  centred, 
and  where,  as  we  have  seen,  about  four  millions  of  Jews 
are  to  be  found.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  for  nearly 
forty  years,  from  1817  till  the  missionaries  were  suddenly 
expelled  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Crimean  War  in  1854,  it 
was  perhaps  the  most  hopeful  and  blessed  of  missions 
worked  by  the  oldest  F-nglish  society,  in  which  men  like 
Rabbi  Schwarzenberg,  N.  Solomon,  Rosenfeldt,  Gol- 
dinger,  Hoff,  Alexander  McCaul,  Reichardt,  F.  W. 
Becker,  and  a  score  of  others  less  known,  devoted  their 
best  energies  with  remarkable  success,  so  that,  apart  from 
the  hundreds  of  baptisms,  by  means  of  many  temporary 
stations,  itinerant  missions,  and  a  mission  press,  the  whole 
region  was  penetrated  with  evangelical  truth,  and  in  a 
comparatively  short  time  over  15,000  New  Testaments, 
10,000  Old  Testaments,  and  more  than  100,000  tracts 


14 


The  Influence  of  Two  Men. 


setting  forth  the  claims  of  Jesus  in  a  manner  adapted  to 
Jews  were  circulated. 

I  sometimes  hear  it  said  that  the  most  notable  conver¬ 
sions  from  among  Jews — my  friends  Joseph  Rabinowitz 
and  Rabbi  Lichtenstein  for  example — are  not  the  results 
of  missions  to  the  Jews,  but  of  the  study  of  the  New 
Testament.  Every  conversion,  if  true,  is  directly  the 
result  of  the  Word  of  God  applied  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ; 
but  how  came  it  that  Rabinowitz  and  Lichtenstein  had 
New  Testaments  to  read  ?  Uutil  this  century,  until  the 
Jewish  mission  saw  to  its  translatian  and  printing,  there 
was  no  Hebrew  New  Testament  for  use  among  the  Jews. 

II.  Secondly,  I  want  to  record  my  conviction,  based 
upon  experience,  that  the  testimony  of  Rabinowitz  among 
the  orthodox  Talmudical  Jews  in  Russia,  and  of  Rabbi 
Lichtenstein  among  the  more  educated  Reformed  Jews  in 
Austria-Hungary  and  Germany,  has  helped  not  a  little  in 
bringing  about  the  change  which  I  have  indicated.  The 
importance  of  the  testimony  of  these  two  men  and  its 
effect  upon  the  Jewish  nation,  Gentile  Christians  are 
scarcely  able  to  guage. 

There  is  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  other 
rabbis  and  leaders  of  Jewish  thought  convinced  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ,  though  as  yet  lacking  the  courage  to  con¬ 
fess  Him  openly.  A  few  years  ago  I  met  in  the  Austrian 
capital  an  interesting  young  Jew,  evidently  a  believer  in 
the  Lord  Jesus.  While  in  the  Yeshiva  (Tamudical 
college)  at  Presburg,  his  mind  was  exercised  with  Mes- 
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sianic  passages  in  the  Old  Testament,  of  which  he  could 
obtain  no  satisfactory  explanation  in  the  Jewish  commen¬ 
taries  or  from  the  local  rabbis.  During  a  vacation  to  his 
own  home  in  another  part  of  Hungary,  he  went  to  his  own 
rabbi  to  see  if  he  could  throw  light  on  these  difficult 
passages.  This  rabbi,  an  aged  man,  took  the  young  man 
by  the  hand  and  solemnly  told  him  that  the  only  satis¬ 
factory  commentary  he  could  find  on  the  Messianic  pas¬ 
sages,  is  the  New  Testament !  But  a  few  weeks  ago  I  saw 
quite  a  number  of  private  letters  addressed  to  Rabbi 
Lichtenstein  by  Jews  from  different  parts  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  in  reference  to  his  recently  published  “Judenthum 
und  Christendum,”  some  from  rabbis  and  teachers,  most 
of  which  were  encouraging  him  in  the  position  he  has 
taken  up,  and  thanking  him  for  having  had  the  courage 
as  a  Jewish  Rabbi  to  pay  public  homage  to  the  long-des¬ 
pised  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

III.  Lastly,  anti-Semitism  and  the  grosser  forms  of 
persecution  to  which  the  Jews  have  been  subjected  in 
Russia  and  other  countries,  have  contributed  indirectly  to 
bring  about  this  spirit  of  change  in  the  Jewish  world 
in  relation  to  the  Gospel.  Our  God  ever  brings  good  out 
of  evil  and  causes  the  wrath  of  men  to  praise  Him.  The 
whole  movement,  based  for  the  most  part,  on  shallowness, 
lies,  and  inhumanity,  by  which  these  already  apostate 
nations  are  hastening  the  filling  of  the  cup  of  their  iniquity, 
has  nevertheless  served  to  remind  backslidden,  apostate 
Israel  of  the  long-standing  controversy  between  them  and 
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their  God,  and  has  caused  some  to  ask  themselves  what 
the  sin  can  be  which  has  brought  upon  them  the  retribu¬ 
tion  of  so  many  long  centuries ;  and  in  this  indirect  way 
their  hearts  have  been  to  some  extent  prepared  to  listen 
to  the  claims  of  Christ. 

As  may  be  said  of  all  missions,  so  may  it  perhaps  more 
especially  be  said  of  the  Jews,  the  present  is  undoubtedly 
a  great  day  of  opportunity  for  the  Church  of  God.  A 
door  is  open  as  never  before,  and,  blessed  be  God,  the 
Church  is  awaking  to  a  sense  of  hex  duty  to  the  Jew,  for 
never  before  has  there  been  such  an  interest  manifested  in 
missions  to  the  Jews. 

What  is  needed  at  this  juncture  above  all  things  is  not 
money,  or  even  agents  to  swell  the  lists  in  reports,  but  the 
right  kind  of  labourers — men  of  God  and  with  the  fitness 
and  ability  for  this  peculiar  work  ;  men  with  the  faith  of 
Abraham,  and  with  the  sincerity,  and  missionary  zeal,  and 
unquenchable  love  for  Israel,  which  characterized  the 
Apostle  Paul ;  men  who  from  the  present  darkness  can 
look  to  the  coming  dawn  when  “  all  Israel  shall  be  saved  ” 
and  “  the  glory  of  the  Lord  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters 
cover  the  sea.” 


ITS  HEAD-QUARTERS 

are  in  London,  where  we  are  endeavouring  by  means  oi 
private  visitations,  by  special  public  lectures  on  the 
Messiahship  of  Christ,  and  through  the  post,  to  bring  the 
Gospel  of  our  Saviour  to  bear  on  the  better  class  Jews  in 
the  City  and  West  of  London.  In  the  East-end,  among 
the  masses  of  the  poor,  we  have  temporarily  hired  the 
Brunswick,  formerly  Zion  Chapel,  in  the  Mile  End  Road, 
where  meetings  are  held  on  the  Jewish  Sabbath.  Many 
families  are  visited  in  their  homes,  and  hundreds  are 
spoken  with  in  the  streets.  At  intervals  we  visit  other 
towns  in  the  United  Kingdom  where  Jews  are  to  be  found, 
but  our  hearts  are  chiefly  set  on  the  masses  of  “  The 
Scattered  Nation”  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  and, 
God  enabling  us,  we  shall  as  before  make  Missionary 
journeys  abroad. 

ITS  CHARACTER 

is  thoroughly  unsectarian.  All  who  are  loyal  to  the  Bible 
as  the  Word  of  God  ;  all  who,  in  these  days  of  failure  and 
declension,  cling  to  the  grand  old  Protestant  evangelical 
doctrines;  all  who  out  of  a  pure  heart  and  in  sincerity 
call  Jesus  Lord,  and  seek  to  do  the  will  of  our  Father  in 
heaven,  are  our  brothers  and  sisters.  We  know  of  only 
one  Church,  ‘‘the  general  assembly  of  the  first-born  ones 
enrolled  in  the  heavens;”  and  in  the  great  work  of  evan¬ 
gelising  Israel  in  these  “latter  days,”  we  wish  to  co¬ 
operate  with  all  who  abide  by  the  foundation  truths  of  our 
most  holy  faith. 

THE  WORKERS  AND  WORK 
depend  entirely  on  the  freewill  offerings  of  the  Lord’s 
people.  No  one  is  personally  appealed  to  for  money,  and 
any  artifice  and  worldly  means  for  raising  funds  are 
avoided,  as  being  unworthy  of  the  cause  of  our  great 
Master,  Jesus  Christ.  We  have  resolved  to  trust  only  in 
the  living  and  ever  blessed  God,  whose  is  the  silver  and 
the  gold,  and  in  whose  hands  are  the  hearts  of  His  own 
dear  children,  to  incline  and  dispose  them  to  do  that  which 
is  well  pleasing  in  His  sight. 

ALL  CONTRIBUTIONS 

to  the  mission  are  acknowledged  by  an  official  numbered 
receipt;  excepting  gifts  for  personal  use,  when  accom¬ 
panied  by  special  request  that  they  be  so  applied,  in  which 
case  they  will  be  acknowledged  by  note  privately. 

THE  ACCOUNTS 

will  be  duly  audited  at  proper  intervals,  and  the  state¬ 
ments  sent  to  all  contributors. 

DAVID  BARON. 

C.  A.  SCHONBERGER. 
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Friends  of  Israel  will  do  a  great  service  by  helping  to 
circulate  this  exposition  of  God's  purposes  in  and  through 
Israel.  Profits  will  be  devoted  to  the  funds  of  the  Hebrew 
Christian  Testimony  to  Israel. 


The  following  is  from  the  Introduction,  by  Dr.  A.  T. 
Pierson  : — “At  my  earnest  entreaty,  Mr.  Baron  wrote  out 
one  of  his  best  Bible  addresses  for  publication,  and  it  is 
herewith  put  into  printed  form.  It  lacks  only  the  per¬ 
sonal  presence  of  its  author  to  make  it  a  perfect  repro¬ 
duction  of  one  of  the  most  charming  and  effective 
addresses  I  ever  heard.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  to 
understand  this  address  and  to  grasp  its  great  expository 
argument,  is  to  get  the  key  to  all  Scriptures  pertaining  to 
the  past,  present,  or  future  of  God’s  ancient  people.  This 
little  brochure  is  called  the ‘Jewish  Problem,’ it  deserves 
to  be  called  the  ‘  Problem  Solved,’  for  it  is  the  solution  of  the 
historic  and  prophetic  enigma.  I  commend  it  to  every 
candid  student  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  especially  to  all 
who  pray  for  the  restoration  of  Israel.” 
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